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ADVISORY NOTICE
January 13, 2026

2026 New Policy Regarding Electronic Devices in Courtrooms
and Adjacent Areas

The South Carolina Workers” Compensation Commission has issued a Bench Order regarding the
use of electronic and wireless communication devices in Commission courtroom facilities and
adjacent areas.

The Bench Order outlines restrictions, exemptions, and procedures related to electronic devices
for safety, security, and the orderly conduct of proceedings and is effective immediately. All
visitors, parties, and representatives appearing before the Commission are encouraged to review
the Order in advance of attending a hearing. The Order is attached to this advisory.

We appreciate your cooperation as we implement this enhanced security measure to safeguard
the privacy and integrity of our hearings.

Please direct all comments and questions to:

Kristen S. McRee
Executive Director
803.737.5671
kKmcree@wecc.sc.qov
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THE SOUTH CAROLINA WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION

ORDER
IN RE:
Prohibition of Wireless
Devices in Courtrooms
And Adjacent Areas
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In the interest of safety and security, it is hereby ordered that wireless communication devices are
prohibited in the Commission’s courtroom facilities and adjacent areas. This order applies to the
following devices: cell phones or multi-media enabled smart phones; cameras; dictaphones; digital
recorders; laptop computers; tablets; smart watches; and all similar devices that have the capability
of recording sound, pictures, and/or video, or transmitting such recordings by wireless technology
or other means, If such items are detected, the Security Officer will advise the person that they
may either return the device to their home, vehicle, office, or other secure area, or place the device
in a faraday pouch in accordance with the policies and procedures approved by the Commission.

The following persons are exempt from this order: Commissioners and employees of the
Commission; court reporters authorized by the Commission; interpreters authorized by the
Commission; Public Safety Officers; Commission Security Officers; and lawyers in good standing
with the Supreme Court of South Carolina. The presiding Commissioner may in their discretion
permit parties to use electronic devices for purposes related to the pending case or controversy,
provided no electronic recordings, photographs, or video is taken. Exempted persons shall
maintain possession and control of said devices.

Use of electronic devices for audio and/ or video recording or taking of photographs by any means
in the courtroom or adjacent areas is not permitted by anyone except Commissioners, their staff,
court reporters, or authorized persons acting on their behalf. Electronic devices shall be
programmed so as not to emit any audible noise while in the courtroom. The use of electronic
devices shall not be permitted if it is disruptive to Commission procedures. Media requests and
other specific exemptions will be addressed at the discretion of the individual Commissioner.

Page 1 of 2



AND IT IS SO ORDERED!

In Chambers
Columbia, South Carolina

12/ 226
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T. Scott Beck, Chairman
Gene McCaskill, Vice Chair

R. Michael Campbell, II, Commissioner
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Melody L. James; Commissioner

Gadi C ot

Cynthia Dooley, Commissioner
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1. Gabriel é‘og iola, Commissioner

"‘Kls{aTayl Copdmissioner
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